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Dahl Prepares Fundraiser Ethnic Foods
Representing Variety of Countries

Food that guests enjoyed included: Swedish meatballs, buttered noodles, dilled shrimp
pasta salad and smoked salmon.

A major fundraising event always involves lots of willing volunteers. “Celebrate,” held on June 2, recognized early immigrants
settling in Dodge County from the British Isles, Czechoslovakia,
Germany, Ireland, Scandinavia and Scotland.

!

Judy Ekeler, chair, reported about 150 people attended the fundraiser. She referred to the volunteers as “a very special group of
people, dedicated to the work of the Museum and the historical
society.” Feedback from those attending confirmed it was “a
pleasant and memorable evening.”

!

Lori Dahl prepared all the ethnic food. Deciding what foods to
feature included brainstorming with Jeff Kappeler and conducting
online research to determine what foods are easily identifiable to
local ethnicities. Lori added that reading old local cookbooks also
helped.

Fundraiser, continued on p. 2
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Memorials & Gifts

Director’s
Column

In Memory of Tom Ehley
Terry & Janice Nosal
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Jeﬀ Kappeler

The majority of our immigrant ancestors
never had the option of returning to their
native homelands. That is a task that was
largely left to second, third and even
fourth generations.
I recently had the privilege of seeking
renewal by tracing footsteps of my
ancestors in their native Switzerland.
Meeting and reconnecting with family
members in this very old land reminded
me of the vastness of our world and how
petty and caught up in silly details we
can become.
Churches and structures over a thousand
years old remind us not to take ourselves
too seriously. Jump out of the ruts and
learn something new. Be amazed and
refreshed.
If you happen to see me with my eyes
closed, I will be tramping over alpine
pastures.
Celebrate your own ethnic heritage by
learning a word or two of your family’s
native language. Share with your grandchildren! Children cannot connect with
history unless someone shows them how
or mentions it to them. Otherwise our
future is at stake.
Happy Travels!

Calendar of Events

!

Thurs., Sept. 21
7 p.m.
Quarterly Meeting

!

Tues., Dec. 5
7-9 p.m.
Museum Open House
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In Memory of Cora Hansen
Jack & Judy Ekeler
Scott & Judy Getzschman
John & Holly Goldsberry
Steve & Linda Hasebroock
Marie Johnson
Rod & Nancy Johnson
Jeff Kappeler
Kay Klevemann
Jim & Patty Manhart
Bob & Michele Missel
Nanette Missel
Julie O’Hanlon
Elizabeth J. Petersen

In Memory of Cora Hansen
Gary & Pam Pettitt
Robert George & Nancy Pollack
Dr. F.T. Waring
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In Memory of Loell Jorgensen
Jim & Patty Manhart
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In Memory of Lannie Kessler
Gerald & Betsy Hansen
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In Memory of Ann Lallman
Janice Lutz
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In Memory of Kent Stork
Larry & Linda Shepard
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Delicious: British Mushy Peas
Jeff acknowledged that food memories are some of the last ties
to ethnic heritage. “Lori truly understands food and we are so
very fortunate to have her expertise in adapting these memories
for our celebrations and thorough enjoyment.”

!

The yearly fundraiser held on the Museum grounds is a way to
invite more people to share our “gem,” Lori said. “It’s an
opportunity to celebrate the Museum, while raising needed funds
to preserve and improve it for the next generation.”

!

Stressing that she gets more from the event than she gives, Lori
enjoyed hearing guests talk about the food from their childhoods.
British Mushy Peas is the food item for which she received the
most comments. Lori was happy to share that recipe.
2 c dried split green peas
1 T baking soda
salt to taste
2 T butter
Place peas & baking soda in
pan with enough water to
cover (4 times over). Cover
& refrigerate overnight.
Fall 2017

Drain and rinse to remove
soda. Return to pan & cover
with water. Salt lightly.
Bring to boil; reduce to
simmer. Cook around 30
min. Don’t over-cook!
Remove from heat, add
butter & taste for salt.
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Community Shows Support for ‘Celebrate’

Upper Left: Guests enjoyed conversation and good food outside the Museum. Upper
Right: Raffle tickets were sold for special ethnic, beer and wine baskets. Middle
Left: Dennis Miller provided bagpipe music. Middle Right: Eastern Nebraska
Genealogical Society members Dr. Earl Underwood and Renee Bunck assisted with
genealogy research. Bottom Left: Bill Wagner, Tom Wolf and Larry Shepard helped
with name tags. Bottom Middle: Carol Smith and Brian Perry summoned attendees
for the roof rail dedication. Bottom Right: A variety of drinks was well stocked
throughout the evening.

May Museum Newsletter

Fall 2017

3

Entertainment Includes Music, Dancing

The Edison Cylinder Talking
Machine (below) is also from theCelebrate
early 1900s. It played
Themusic
ethnicthat
diversity of our early
was recorded on fragile wax
featuring
Food & drink sta ons unique to yo
cylinders.

Czechoslovakia—roast pork, dumpli

For $14.95, the Talking
Machine
Scandinavia—Swedish
meatballs,
could be ordered Germany—brats,
from the 1908 sauerkraut, beer
Bri The
sh Isles, Bangers & mash,
Sears Roebuck catalog.
……..and
cylinders could be purchased
for so much more
18 cents each or $2.15 for a dozen.

Celebrate

The comple on of the roof rail project, d

Celebrate

Your heritage by looking up informa on

enjoying ethnic music selec

Those who attended the June 2 May Museum “Celebrate”
fundraiser may recognize the painting (above) that was featured
on the invitation. “Sunday Evening in a Dalarna Farmhouse” by
Swedish artist Amalia Lindgren was painted in 1860. “It
illustrates the closeness of the family unit with folk festivities in
the homeland setting,” said Jeff Kappeler, museum director.
“Many of these musical skills were transplanted to this country.”
*****
FRIDAY, JUNE 02, 2017

t

Around 1900, musical instruments and mechanical means of
LOUIS E. the
MAY
MUSEUM
creating music characterized
days
before radio. With
1643stability,
N. Nye Avenue,
NEthe
increased financial
it becameFremont,
possible for
immigrants to purchase music
boxesp.m.
from mail order companies.
6:30-9:30
The music box on the left is an Empress made by Mira. The one
on the right is a typical Swiss music box.

May Museum Newsletter

Fall 2017

and viewing the “Transplanted

Reserva ons to a end are available for a $50 c

Please return the bo om por on of this in

to the May Museum, 1643 N. Nye Ave., F
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Names_________________________________

□ I am unable to a

end but please accept my tax-deduc

Please consider a $100+ sponsorship fo

Your name will be listed on a donor bo

The current exhibit at the May
Tickets will not be issued, but nametags will be re
Museum is titled “Transplanted:
The Early Ethnic Settlers of Dodge
County.” The Museum is open to
the public from 1:30-4:30 p.m.,
Wednesday-Saturday. The last tour
begins at 3:30 p.m. Admission is
$5 for adults and $1 for students.
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